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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a method for producing 
hermetically coated fiber in which the productivity can 
be improved and cost can be reduced and an apparatus 
therefor. 

CONSTITUTION: This method for hermetically coating 
fiber is to form a large- diameter glass preform into fiber 
in a wire drawing furnace having at least the furnace 
outlet of a helium atmosphere, regulating the distance 
from a neckdown part of the preform to the inlet of a 
reactional tube for hermetic coating to [distance 
(m)/wire drawing speed (m/sec)]<0.08 t discharging the 
helium-containing atmosphere from a position between 
the lower part of the wire drawing furnace and the inlet 
of the reactional tube to the outside and hermetically 
coating the fiber. Furthermore, an apparatus producing 
thereof is provided. A buffer chamber is preferably 
installed for discharging the helium- containing 
atmosphere. The fluctuation in the outside diameter can 
be suppressed even in the case of the large-diameter 
preform and good hermetic coating can be carried out. 
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